
Church of the Transfiguration, Kempston 

 

Morning Prayer in Epiphany Season 

3rd, 10th, 17th, 24th  

3rd January 2021 - Epiphany Sunday 

 
Preparation 

 
Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ 

be with you  

and also with you. 

 

O Lord, open our lips. 

and our mouth shall proclaim your praise 

 

Your light springs up for the righteous, 

And all the peoples have seen your glory 

 

Blessed are you, sovereign God, king of the nations 

To you be praise and glory for ever. 

From the rising of the sun to its setting , your name is proclaimed in all the world. 

As the Sun of Righteousness dawns in our hearts 

Anoint our lips with the seal of your Spirit 

That we may witness to your gospel, And sing your praise in all the earth, 

Blessed be God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit 

Blessed be God for ever. 

 
Prayers of Penitence 

 

The grace of God has dawned upon the world through our Saviour Jesus Christ, 

who sacrificed himself for us to purify a people as his own.  Let us confess our sins. 

31st



Silence is kept. 

 

Lord God, 

we have sinned against you; 

we have done evil in your sight. 

We are sorry and repent. 

Have mercy on us according to your love. 

Wash away our wrongdoing  

and cleanse us from our sin. 

Renew a right spirit within us 

and restore us to the joy of your salvation; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

May the Father of all mercies 

cleanse us from our sins, 

and restore us in his image 

to the praise and glory of his name, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Blessed is the Lord, 

for he has heard the voice of our prayer; 

 

therefore shall our heart dance for joy 

and in our song will we praise our God. 

 

The night has passed, and the day lies open before us; 

let us pray with one heart and mind. 

 

Silence is kept. 

 

As we rejoice in the gift of this new day, 

so may the light of your presence, O God, 

set our hearts on fire with love for you; 

now and for ever. Amen. 

 
The Word of God 

Psalmody 

 
Psalm 72. 10-15 

 

The kings of Tarshish and of the isles shall pay tribute;   

the kings of Sheba and Seba shall bring gifts. 

 



All kings shall fall down before him;   

all nations shall do him service.  

 

For he shall deliver the poor that cry out,   

the needy and those who have no helper. 

 

He shall have pity on the weak and poor;   

he shall preserve the lives of the needy. 

 

He shall redeem their lives from oppression and violence,   

and dear shall their blood be in his sight.  

 

Long may he live; unto him may be given gold from Sheba;   

may prayer be made for him continually 

and may they bless him all the day long. 

 

Glory to the Father and to the Son 

and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning is now 

and shall be for ever. Amen. 

 

 
Old Testament Reading 

 
Isaiah 60: .1-6 

 

 

 

This is the word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 
Old Testament Canticle 

 
A Song of the New Jerusalem (Isaiah 60.1-3,11a,18,19,14b) 

 

Arise, shine out, for your light has come, 

the glory of the Lord is rising upon you. 

 

Though night still covers the earth, 

and darkness the peoples; 

 



above you the Holy One arises, 

and above you God’s glory appears. 

 

The nations will come to your light, 

and kings to your dawning brightness. 

 

Your gates will lie open continually, 

shut neither by day nor by night. 

 

The sound of violence shall be heard no longer in your land, 

or ruin and devastation within your borders. 

 

You will call your walls, Salvation, 

and your gates, Praise. 

 

No more will the sun give you daylight 

nor moonlight shine upon you; 

 

but the Lord will be your everlasting light, 

your God will be your splendour. 

 

For you shall be called the city of God, 

the dwelling of the Holy One of Israel. 

 

Glory to the Father and to the Son 

and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning is now 

and shall be for ever. Amen. 

 

New Testament Reading 

 
Matthew 2: 1-12 

 

 

This is the word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

New Testament Canticle 

 
A Song of Praise (Revelation 4.11; 5.9b,10) 

 

You are worthy, our Lord and God, 

to receive glory and honour and power. 



 

For you have created all things, 

and by your will they have their being. 

 

You are worthy, O Lamb, for you were slain, 

and by your blood you ransomed for God  

   saints from every tribe and language and nation. 

 

You have made them to be a kingdom of priests serving our God, 

and they will reign with you on earth. 

 

 

To the One who sits on the throne and to the Lamb 

be blessing and honour, glory and might, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

 
The Sermon 

 

 

The Apostles’ Creed 

 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the Virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic Church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

 



 
Prayers 

 
Lord, in your mercy 

hear our prayer. 

 

The Collect for The Epiphany 

 

O God, who by the leading of a star manifested your only Son to the peoples 

of the earth: mercifully grant that we, who know you now by faith, may at 

last behold your glory face to face; 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen 
 

Gathering our prayers and praises into one, 

let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name; 

thy kingdom come; 

thy will be done; 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation; 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory 

for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Conclusion 

 
May Christ our Lord, to whom kings bowed down in worship and offered gifts, 

reveal to us his glory and pour upon us the riches of his grace; 

And may the Blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, 

be upon us and remain with us always  

Amen. 

 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

In the name of Christ. Amen. 



Church of the Transfiguration, Kempston 

 

Morning Prayer in Epiphany 

10th  January 2021 

The Baptism of Christ 

 
Preparation 

 
Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ 

be with you  

and also with you. 

 

O Lord, open our lips. 

and our mouth shall proclaim your praise 

 

Your light springs up for the righteous, 

And all the peoples have seen your glory 

 

Blessed are you, sovereign God, king of the nations 

To you be praise and glory for ever. 

From the rising of the sun to its setting , your name is proclaimed in all the world. 

As the Sun of Righteousness dawns in our hearts 

Anoint our lips with the seal of your Spirit 

That we may witness to your gospel, And sing your praise in all the earth, 

Blessed be God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit 

Blessed be God for ever. 

 
Prayers of Penitence 

 

The grace of God has dawned upon the world through our Saviour Jesus Christ, 

who sacrificed himself for us to purify a people as his own. 



Let us confess our sins 

 

Silence is kept. 

 

Lord God, 

we have sinned against you; 

we have done evil in your sight. 

We are sorry and repent. 

Have mercy on us according to your love. 

Wash away our wrongdoing  

and cleanse us from our sin. 

Renew a right spirit within us 

and restore us to the joy of your salvation; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

May the Father of all mercies 

cleanse us from our sins, 

and restore us in his image 

to the praise and glory of his name, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Blessed is the Lord, 

for he has heard the voice of our prayer; 

 

therefore shall our heart dance for joy 

and in our song will we praise our God. 

 

The night has passed, and the day lies open before us; 

let us pray with one heart and mind. 

 

Silence is kept. 

 

As we rejoice in the gift of this new day, 

so may the light of your presence, O God, 

set our hearts on fire with love for you; 

now and for ever. Amen. 

 
The Word of God 

Psalmody 

 
Psalm 29 

Ascribe to the Lord, you powers of heaven,   



ascribe to the Lord glory and strength. 

 

 Ascribe to the Lord the honour due to his name;   

worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness. 

 

 The voice of the Lord is upon the waters; 

the God of glory thunders;   

the Lord is upon the mighty waters.  

 

 The voice of the Lord is mighty in operation;   

the voice of the Lord is a glorious voice. 

 

 The voice of the Lord breaks the cedar trees;   

the Lord breaks the cedars of Lebanon; 

 

 He makes Lebanon skip like a calf  

and Sirion like a young wild ox.  

 

 The voice of the Lord splits the flash of lightning; 

the voice of the Lord shakes the wilderness;  

the Lord shakes the wilderness of Kadesh. 

 

The voice of the Lord makes the oak trees writhe 

and strips the forests bare;  

in his temple all cry, ‘Glory!’ 

 

 The Lord sits enthroned above the water flood;   

the Lord sits enthroned as king for evermore. 

 

 The Lord shall give strength to his people;   

the Lord shall give his people the blessing of peace. 

 

Glory to the Father and to the Son 

and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning is now 

and shall be for ever. Amen. 

 

 
Old Testament Reading 

 
Genesis 1: .1-5 



 

This is the word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 
Old Testament Canticle 

 
A Song of the New Jerusalem (Isaiah 60.1-3,11a,18,19,14b) 

 

Arise, shine out, for your light has come, 

the glory of the Lord is rising upon you. 

 

Though night still covers the earth, 

and darkness the peoples; 

 

above you the Holy One arises, 

and above you God’s glory appears. 

 

The nations will come to your light, 

and kings to your dawning brightness. 

 

Your gates will lie open continually, 

shut neither by day nor by night. 

 

The sound of violence shall be heard no longer in your land, 

or ruin and devastation within your borders. 

 

You will call your walls, Salvation, 

and your gates, Praise. 

 

No more will the sun give you daylight 

nor moonlight shine upon you; 

 

but the Lord will be your everlasting light, 

your God will be your splendour. 

 

For you shall be called the city of God, 

the dwelling of the Holy One of Israel. 

 

Glory to the Father and to the Son 

and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning is now 

and shall be for ever. Amen. 



 

New Testament Reading 

 
Mark 1. 4-11 

 

This is the word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

New Testament Canticle 

 
A Song of Praise (Revelation 4.11; 5.9b,10) 

 

You are worthy, our Lord and God, 

to receive glory and honour and power. 

 

For you have created all things, 

and by your will they have their being. 

 

You are worthy, O Lamb, for you were slain, 

and by your blood you ransomed for God  

   saints from every tribe and language and nation. 

 

You have made them to be a kingdom of priests serving our God, 

and they will reign with you on earth. 

 

 

To the One who sits on the throne and to the Lamb 

be blessing and honour, glory and might, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

 
The Sermon 

 

 

The Apostles’ Creed 

 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the Virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 



he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic Church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

 

 
Prayers 

 
Lord, in your mercy 

hear our prayer. 

 

The Collect for The Baptism of Christ 

 

Eternal Father, who at the baptism of Jesus revealed him to be your Son, 

anointing him with the Holy Spirit: grant to us, who are born again by water 

and the Spirit, that we may be faithful to our calling as your adopted 

children; 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 

 

Amen 
 

Gathering our prayers and praises into one, 

let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name; 

thy kingdom come; 

thy will be done; 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation; 



but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory 

for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Conclusion 

 
May God, who in Christ gives us a spring of water welling up to eternal life, 

perfect in us the image of his glory;  

And may the Blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son and the Holy 

Spirit, be upon us and remain with us always  
Amen. 

 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

In the name of Christ. Amen. 



Church of the Transfiguration, Kempston 

 

Morning Prayer in Epiphany 

17th  January 2021 

The Second Sunday of Epiphany 

 
Preparation 

 
Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ 

be with you  

and also with you. 

 

O Lord, open our lips. 

and our mouth shall proclaim your praise 

 

Your light springs up for the righteous, 

And all the peoples have seen your glory 

 
Prayers of Penitence 

 

The grace of God has dawned upon the world through our Saviour Jesus Christ, 

who sacrificed himself for us to purify a people as his own. 

Let us confess our sins. 

 

Silence is kept. 

 

Lord God, 

we have sinned against you; 

we have done evil in your sight. 

We are sorry and repent. 

Have mercy on us according to your love. 



Wash away our wrongdoing  

and cleanse us from our sin. 

Renew a right spirit within us 

and restore us to the joy of your salvation; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

May the Father of all mercies 

cleanse us from our sins, 

and restore us in his image 

to the praise and glory of his name, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

The night has passed, and the day lies open before us; 

let us pray with one heart and mind. 

 

Silence is kept. 

 

As we rejoice in the gift of this new day, 

so may the light of your presence, O God, 

set our hearts on fire with love for you; 

now and for ever. Amen. 

 
The Word of God 

Psalmody 

 
Psalm 139 1-9 

  O Lord, you have searched me out and known me;   

you know my sitting down and my rising up; 

 

you discern my thoughts from afar. 

 You mark out my journeys and my resting place   

and are acquainted with all my ways. 

 

 For there is not a word on my tongue,   

but you, O Lord, know it altogether. 

 

You encompass me behind and before   

and lay your hand upon me. 

 

 Such knowledge is too wonderful for me,   

so high that I cannot attain it.  

 

Where can I go then from your spirit?   



Or where can I flee from your presence? 

 

If I climb up to heaven, you are there; 

if I make the grave my bed, you are there also. 

 

 If I take the wings of the morning   

and dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea, 

 Even there your hand shall lead me,   

your right hand hold me fast. 

 

Glory to the Father and to the Son 

and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning is now 

and shall be for ever. Amen. 

 

 
Old Testament Reading 

 
1 Samuel 3. 1-20 

 

 

 

This is the word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 
Old Testament Canticle 

 
A Song of the New Jerusalem (Isaiah 60.1-3,11a,18,19,14b) 

 

Arise, shine out, for your light has come, 

the glory of the Lord is rising upon you. 

 

Though night still covers the earth, 

and darkness the peoples; 

 

above you the Holy One arises, 

and above you God’s glory appears. 

 

The nations will come to your light, 

and kings to your dawning brightness. 

 



Your gates will lie open continually, 

shut neither by day nor by night. 

 

The sound of violence shall be heard no longer in your land, 

or ruin and devastation within your borders. 

 

You will call your walls, Salvation, 

and your gates, Praise. 

 

No more will the sun give you daylight 

nor moonlight shine upon you; 

 

but the Lord will be your everlasting light, 

your God will be your splendour. 

 

For you shall be called the city of God, 

the dwelling of the Holy One of Israel. 

 

Glory to the Father and to the Son 

and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning is now 

and shall be for ever. Amen. 

 

New Testament Reading 

 
John 1. 43-end 

 

 

 

This is the word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

New Testament Canticle 

 
A Song of Praise (Revelation 4.11; 5.9b,10) 

 

You are worthy, our Lord and God, 

to receive glory and honour and power. 

 

For you have created all things, 

and by your will they have their being. 

 

You are worthy, O Lamb, for you were slain, 



and by your blood you ransomed for God  

   saints from every tribe and language and nation. 

 

You have made them to be a kingdom of priests serving our God, 

and they will reign with you on earth. 

 

To the One who sits on the throne and to the Lamb 

be blessing and honour, glory and might, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

 
The Sermon 

 

 

The Apostles’ Creed 

 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the Virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic Church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
Prayers 

 
Lord, in your mercy 

hear our prayer. 

 

The Collect for The Second Sunday of Epiphany 

 



Almighty God, in Christ you make all things new: 

transform the poverty of our nature by the riches of your grace, 

and in the renewal of our lives make known your heavenly glory; 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 

Amen 
 

Gathering our prayers and praises into one, 

let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name; 

thy kingdom come; 

thy will be done; 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation; 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory 

for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Conclusion 

 

Christ the Son of God perfect in you the image of his glory 

and gladden your hearts with the good news of his kingdom; 

And may the Blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son and the Holy 

Spirit, be upon us and remain with us always  
Amen. 

 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

In the name of Christ. Amen. 



Church of the Transfiguration, Kempston 

 

Morning Prayer in Epiphany 

24th January 2021 

The Third Sunday of Epiphany 

 
Preparation 

 
Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ 

be with you  

and also with you. 

 

O Lord, open our lips. 

and our mouth shall proclaim your praise 

 

Your light springs up for the righteous, 

And all the peoples have seen your glory 

 
Prayers of Penitence 

 

The grace of God has dawned upon the world through our Saviour Jesus Christ, 

who sacrificed himself for us to purify a people as his own. 

Let us confess our sins. 

 

Silence is kept. 

 

Lord God, 

we have sinned against you; 

we have done evil in your sight. 

We are sorry and repent. 

Have mercy on us according to your love. 



Wash away our wrongdoing  

and cleanse us from our sin. 

Renew a right spirit within us 

and restore us to the joy of your salvation; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

May the Father of all mercies 

cleanse us from our sins, 

and restore us in his image 

to the praise and glory of his name, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

The night has passed, and the day lies open before us; 

let us pray with one heart and mind. 

 

Silence is kept. 

 

As we rejoice in the gift of this new day, 

so may the light of your presence, O God, 

set our hearts on fire with love for you; 

now and for ever. Amen. 

 
The Word of God 

Psalmody 

 
Psalm 128 

 

    Blessed are all those who fear the Lord,   

and walk in his ways. 

 

You shall eat the fruit of the toil of your hands;  

it shall go well with you, and happy shall you be.  

 

Your wife within your house 

shall be like a fruitful vine;   

your children round your table, 

like fresh olive branches. 

 

 Thus shall the one be blest   

who fears the Lord.  

 

The Lord from out of Zion bless you,   

that you may see Jerusalem in prosperity 



all the days of your life. 

 

May you see your children’s children,   

and may there be peace upon Israel. 

 

Glory to the Father and to the Son 

and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning is now 

and shall be for ever. Amen. 

 
Old Testament Reading 

 
Genesis 14. 17-20 

 

 

 

This is the word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 
Old Testament Canticle 

 
A Song of the New Jerusalem (Isaiah 60.1-3,11a,18,19,14b) 

 

Arise, shine out, for your light has come, 

the glory of the Lord is rising upon you. 

 

Though night still covers the earth, 

and darkness the peoples; 

 

above you the Holy One arises, 

and above you God’s glory appears. 

 

The nations will come to your light, 

and kings to your dawning brightness. 

 

Your gates will lie open continually, 

shut neither by day nor by night. 

 

The sound of violence shall be heard no longer in your land, 

or ruin and devastation within your borders. 

 



You will call your walls, Salvation, 

and your gates, Praise. 

 

No more will the sun give you daylight 

nor moonlight shine upon you; 

 

but the Lord will be your everlasting light, 

your God will be your splendour. 

 

For you shall be called the city of God, 

the dwelling of the Holy One of Israel. 

 

Glory to the Father and to the Son 

and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning is now 

and shall be for ever. Amen. 

 

New Testament Reading 

 
John 2. 1-11 

 

 

 

This is the word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

New Testament Canticle 

 
A Song of the Holy City (Revelation 21. 1-5a) 

 

  I saw a new heaven and a new earth,   

for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away 

and the sea was no more. 

 

 And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, 

coming down out of heaven from God,   

prepared as a bride adorned for her husband 

. 

And I heard a great voice from the throne saying,   

‘Behold, the dwelling of God is among mortals. 

 

 ‘He will dwell with them and they shall be his peoples,   

and God himself will be with them. 



 

‘He will wipe every tear from their eyes,   

and death shall be no more. 

 

 ‘Neither shall there be mourning, 

nor crying, nor pain any more,   

for the former things have passed away.’ 

 

And the One who sat upon the throne said,   

‘Behold, I make all things new.’ 

 

To the One who sits on the throne and to the Lamb   

be blessing and honour and glory and might, 

for ever and ever.  Amen. 

 
The Sermon 

 

 

The Apostles’ Creed 

 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the Virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic Church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
Prayers 

 



Lord, in your mercy 

hear our prayer. 

 

The Collect for The Third Sunday of Epiphany 

 

Almighty God, 

whose Son revealed in signs and miracles the wonder of your saving presence: 

renew your people with your heavenly grace, and in all our weakness 

sustain us by your mighty power; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 

who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

for ever. Amen 

 

Gathering our prayers and praises into one, 

let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name; 

thy kingdom come; 

thy will be done; 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation; 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory 

for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Conclusion 
May God the Father, 

who led the wise men by the shining of a star 

to find the Christ, the Light from Light, 

lead us also in our pilgrimage to find the Lord. 

Amen 

. 

May God the Son, 

who turned water into wine at the wedding feast at Cana, 

transform our lives and make glad our hearts. 

Amen. 

 

May God the Holy Spirit, 

who came upon the beloved Son 

at his baptism in the river Jordan, 

pour out his gifts on us 



who have come to the waters of new birth. 

Amen. 

 

And the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit be among 

us and remain with us always. 

Amen. 

 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

In the name of Christ. Amen. 



Church of the Transfiguration, Kempston 

 

Morning Prayer in Epiphany 

31st January 2021- Candlemas 

The Presentation of Christ in the Temple 

 
Preparation 

 
Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ 

be with you  

and also with you. 

 

O Lord, open our lips. 

and our mouth shall proclaim your praise 

 

Your light springs up for the righteous, 

And all the peoples have seen your glory 

Introduction  

Forty days ago we celebrated the birth of our Lord Jesus Christ. Now we recall 

the day on which he was presented in the Temple, when he was offered to the 

Father and shown to his people. As a sign of his coming among us, his mother 

was purified, as we now come to him for cleansing. In their old age Simeon and 

Anna recognized him as their Lord, as we today speak of his glory. We celebrate 

both the joy of his coming and his searching judgement, looking back to the day 

of his birth and forward to the coming days of his passion. 



 

Prayers of Penitence 
Hear the words of our Saviour Jesus Christ: 

‘I am the light of the world. 

Whoever follows me shall never walk in darkness 

but shall have the light of life.’ 

Let us therefore bring our sins into his light 

and confess them in penitence and faith. 

cf John 8.12 

 

 Father eternal, giver of light and grace, 

we have sinned against you and against our neighbour, 

in what we have thought, 

in what we have said and done, 

through ignorance, through weakness, 

through our own deliberate fault. 

We have wounded your love, 

and marred your image in us. 

We are sorry and ashamed, 

and repent of all our sins. 

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 

who died for us, 

forgive us all that is past; 

and lead us out from darkness 

to walk as children of light. 

Amen. 

 

Almighty God, 

who forgives all who truly repent, 

have mercy upon you, 

pardon and deliver you from all your sins, 

confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, 

and keep you in life eternal; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

 

 (The Gloria may be said) Gloria in Excelsis 

 
Glory and God in the Highest,  

and peace to his people on earth,  

Lord God, heavenly King, 

Almighty God and Father 

We worship you,  

have mercy upon us 

You are seated at the right hand of 

the Father:  

receive our prayer. 

 



we give you thanks 

We praise you for your glory 

 

Lord Jesus Christ, 

Only Son of the Father, 

Lord God, Lamb of God 

You take away the sin of the world: 

 

For you alone, are the Holy One  

you alone are the Lord 

you alone are the Most High, 

Jesus Christ,  

With the Holy Spirit, 

In the glory of God the Father. 

Amen  

 

 
The Word of God 

New Testament Reading 

  
Hebrews 2 14-end 

 

 

This is the word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Gospel Reading 
 

Luke 2. 22-40 

 

This is the word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God 

 

New Testament Canticle 
Now, Lord, you let your servant go in peace:   

your word has been fulfilled. 

 

My own eyes have seen the salvation   

which you have prepared in the sight of every people; 

 

A light to reveal you to the nations   

and the glory of your people Israel. 

 

Glory to the Father and to the Son 

and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning is now 

and shall be for ever. Amen. 

 

 



 

Sermon 

 

The Nicene Creed 

 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 

 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, light from light, true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; 

through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 

and was made man. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again  

in accordance with the Scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven  

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

 

 

Prayers 

 
Lord, in your mercy 

hear our prayer. 

 

concluding with: 



 

Merciful Father, 

accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, 

our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 

Collect 
 

Lord Jesus Christ, 

light of the nations and glory of Israel: 

make your home among us, 

and present us pure and holy 

to your heavenly Father, 

your God, and our God   Amen. 

 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

 
Believing the promises of God,  

Let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name; 

thy kingdom come; 

thy will be done; 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation; 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory 

for ever and ever. Amen. 

to live and work to your praise and glory. Amen. 

 

The Blessing 
 

Father, here we bring to an end our celebration 

of the Saviour’s birth. 

Help us, in whom he has been born, 

to live his life that has no end. 

 

Here we have offered the Church’s sacrifice of praise. 

 Help us, who have received the bread of life, 



to be thankful for your gift. 

 

Here we have rejoiced with faithful Simeon and Anna. 

Help us, who have found the Lord in his temple, 

to trust in your eternal promises. 

 

Here we have greeted the light of the world. 

Help us, who have been lit by the Christmas season, 

never forsake the light of Christ. 

 

Here we stand near the place of baptism. 

Help us, who are marked with the cross, 

to share the Lord’s death and resurrection. 

 

Here we turn from Christ’s birth to his passion. 

 Help us, for whom Lent is near, 

to enter deeply into the Easter mystery. 

 
Keep your eyes fixed on Jesus, who was wounded for our sins, 

that you may bear in your life the love and joy and peace 

which are the marks of Jesus in his disciples; 

and may the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be 

among us and remain with us always. Amen. 

 

The Dismissal 

 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

In the name of Christ. Amen. 


